Applying for a PhD
Please state in your application that you have read these notes
I aim to recruit one or two PhD students every year, and am always happy to
receive applications. You are welcome to discuss your application with me by
email ;irst. To apply formally, you must complete an online application form.

Choosing a subject area
A PhD project with me will usually be in the area of
1. uncertainty quanti;ication (UQ) for complex computer models;
2. eliciting probability distributions from experts.
(I also supervise projects with applications in health economics, but the
methodology will be focused on one of the two areas above). Please do not send
in a proposal to work with me on some other unrelated topic – I will not be
the right supervisor for you and your application will be rejected!

Required background knowledge
You will need to have some knowledge of Bayesian Statistics, ideally, from taking
at least one 10 credit module (approx. 20 hours of lectures) in the subject at
undergraduate or MSc level. One of your academic referees should comment
on your knowledge of Bayesian Statistics in his/her reference.
Projects in uncertainty quan0ﬁca0on
If you want to work in UQ, I won’t expect you to know very much about it at this
stage, but you must do some background reading. I suggest you read these pages
at the MUCM toolit and you could also try this article.
Projects in elici0ng probability distribu0ons
I will expect you to know a little more about eliciting probability distributions:
you should at least have some awareness of it from your studies in Bayesian
Statistics. For more background knowledge, read this tutorial on eliciting
univariate probability distributions (published in Rethinking Risk Measurement
and Reporting: Volume I, edited by Böcker, K., Risk Books, London.)

The interview
If selected for interview, you will need to demonstrate your knowledge and
understanding of your chosen subject area from the two listed above. If you
have done a related piece of work in a previous degree, then I will ask you to
discuss that. Alternatively, if you have not done any work in your chosen subject
area before, I will set you a short assignment to do, a few weeks before the
interview.
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